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of storage batteries charged with power generated by utiliz-
ing natural energy and constantly connected to an equipment
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device that detects a current in each battery, an end device
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device estimates degradation of each battery based on at
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1
BATTERY-STATE MONITORING SYSTEM

TECHNICAL FIELD

The present invention relates to a technique for monitor-
ing the state of a storage battery, and particularly relates to
a technique effectively applied to a battery-state monitoring
system which monitors and estimates the state of a storage
battery which is used in combination with a power genera-
tion facility utilizing natural energy and is constantly con-
nected to an equipment for use in output variation of a load
and others.

BACKGROUND ART

In recent years, a power supply system composed by
combining a solar battery and a storage battery has been
used as a self-contained power supply or a power leveling
mechanism thereof. For example, this power supply system
supplies power generated by the solar battery to a load while
charging the storage battery with surplus power in the
daytime during which sunshine is abundant, and supplies
necessary power to the load by the discharging from the
storage battery in the daytime during which sunshine is
scarce or the nighttime.

However, for example, when the sunshine in the daytime
is abundant and the storage battery is kept supplied with
surplus power, the storage battery may be overcharged, and
it accelerates the degradation of the storage battery. Mean-
while, when sunshine is scarce, since the storage battery has
to keep supplying power to the load, the storage battery may
be overdischarged, and it also accelerates the degradation of
the storage battery.

For the prevention of the degradation of the storage
battery mentioned above, it is preferable to use the storage
battery while constantly keeping the battery capacity within
the range in which normal charging/discharging is possible.
For example, Japanese Patent Application Laid-Open Pub-
lication No. 2010-063359 (Patent Document 1) describes a
power supply system including a solar battery, a lead storage
battery, a charge control device which charges the lead
storage battery with power output from the solar battery, and
a photosensor. The charge control device has a function of
opening a charge circuit when the voltage of the storage
battery rises to a first set voltage during the charging and
closing the charge circuit to recharge the storage battery
when the voltage of the storage battery drops to a second set
voltage lower than the first set voltage. Also, when a charge
current to the lead storage battery is equal to or smaller than
a set current, the charge control device does not open the
charge circuit and continues the charging even if the voltage
of the storage battery rises to a voltage equal to or higher
than the first set voltage, and when an illuminance value
measured by the photosensor drops to a value equal to or
smaller than a set value, the charge control device controls
the lead storage battery to supply power to a load. In this
manner, decrease in the storage battery capacity caused by
insufficient charging or overdischarging of the storage bat-
tery can be suppressed.

Also, for example, Japanese Patent Application Laid-
Open Publication No. 2008-097941 (Patent Document 2)
describes a technique for a charge management system
which manages the charging of a storage battery. The charge
management system includes a discharge capacity acquiring
unit which acquires a discharge capacity of the storage
battery and a charging unit which charges the storage battery
at a charge capacity in accordance with the discharge
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2
capacity acquired by the discharge capacity acquiring unit,
and by summing up the charge and discharge currents, the
storage battery can be charged at a charge capacity in
accordance with the discharge capacity up to the point of
time of charging.

PRIOR ART DOCUMENTS
Patent Documents

Patent Document 1: Japanese Patent Application Laid-
Open Publication No. 2010-063359

Patent Document 2: Japanese Patent Application Laid-
Open Publication No. 2008-097941

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION
Problems to be Solved by the Invention

As described above, in the power supply system using a
solar battery and a storage battery in combination, the
storage battery must be constantly in a state of being able to
be charged or discharged normally, and the battery is pref-
erably used in a partially charged state called PSOC (Partial
State of Charge, in which state of charge (SOC) is, for
example, 40 to 80%).

However, even when the control like this is to be realized
by using the technique described in, for example, Patent
Document 1, since it is difficult to estimate the accurate
capacity of the storage battery, the capacity range to be used
of the storage battery is limited while taking the sufficient
safety margin with respect to the threshold for the SOC in
the actual applications. In this circumstance, it can be
concluded that the storage battery capacity is not utilized
effectively and the system is not operated efficiently.

On the other hand, when the capacity of the storage
battery is estimated by summing up the charge and discharge
currents in accordance with the technique described in
Patent Document 2, the error becomes larger as the time of
summation becomes longer due to the effect of the insuffi-
cient precision of a current sensor (shunt). As a result, the
estimated capacity value sometimes greatly differs from the
actual storage battery capacity, and the risk of overdischarg-
ing or overcharging of the storage battery is increased.

In addition to the estimation of the storage battery capac-
ity, the detection of the degradation of the storage battery is
also important. The degradation of the storage battery
greatly affects the charging and discharging characteristics
and leads to the decrease in operation efficiency of the power
supply system, and may render the system incapable of
supplying a necessary amount of power and may exert an
adverse effect on the whole system including a power
supply.

Therefore, an object of the present invention is to provide
a battery-state monitoring system capable of highly pre-
cisely and efficiently estimating the state and service life of
each of a plurality of storage batteries which are charged
with power generated by utilizing natural energy and con-
stantly connected to an equipment. Another object of the
present invention is to provide a battery-state monitoring
system capable of controlling each storage battery so as to
operate in a given partial state of charge.

The above and other objects and novel characteristics of
the present invention will be apparent from the description
of the present specification and the accompanying drawings.

Means for Solving the Problems

The following is a brief description of an outline of the
typical invention disclosed in the present application.
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A battery-state monitoring system of a typical embodi-
ment of the present invention is a battery-state monitoring
system which monitors a state of each of a plurality of
storage batteries in an equipment provided with an
assembled battery composed of the storage batteries con-
nected in series and a power generation facility utilizing
natural energy, and the system has following features.

That is, the battery-state monitoring system includes: a
current detecting unit which detects a current in each of the
storage batteries; a state measuring unit which measures a
temperature, a voltage, and internal resistance of each of the
storage batteries, the internal resistance being measured by
using at least two or more kinds of frequencies; and a prime
monitoring unit which acquires measurement data from the
state measuring unit corresponding to each of the storage
batteries and issues an instruction related to an operation to
the current detecting unit and the state measuring unit, and
the prime monitoring unit estimates degradation of each of
the storage batteries based on at least one or more values of
the temperature, the voltage, and the internal resistance
measured by the state measuring unit and a DC resistance of
each of the storage batteries obtained from a ratio between
a change in a current value detected by the current detecting
unit and a change in a voltage value measured by the state
measuring unit during discharging and charging of each of
the storage batteries.

Effects of the Invention

The effects obtained by typical embodiments of the inven-
tion disclosed in the present application will be briefly
described below.

According to a typical embodiment of the present inven-
tion, it is possible to highly precisely and efficiently estimate
the state and service life of each of a plurality of storage
batteries which are charged with power generated by utiliz-
ing natural energy and constantly connected to an equip-
ment. Also, according to a typical embodiment of the present
invention, it is possible to control each storage battery so as
to operate in a given partial state of charge, thereby pre-
venting each storage battery from being overdischarged or
being overcharged.

BRIEF DESCRIPTIONS OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a schematic diagram of a configuration example
of a battery-state monitoring system according to one
embodiment of the present invention;

FIG. 2 is a schematic diagram of a configuration example
of a prime monitoring device according to the one embodi-
ment of the present invention;

FIG. 3 is a schematic diagram of a configuration example
of'a state measuring device (end device) according to the one
embodiment of the present invention;

FIG. 4 is a flowchart schematically showing an example
of a process of controlling measurement timing of voltage
and temperature by the state measuring device (end device)
in the one embodiment of the present invention;

FIG. 5 is a flowchart schematically showing an example
of a process of controlling charging and discharging of a
storage battery by a prime monitoring device in the one
embodiment of the present invention; and

FIG. 6 is a flowchart schematically showing an example
of a process of controlling measurement timing of internal
resistance by the state measuring device (end device) in the
one embodiment of the present invention.
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4

BEST MODE FOR CARRYING OUT THE
INVENTION

Hereinafter, embodiments of the present invention will be
described in detail with reference to the accompanying
drawings. Note that components having the same function
are denoted by the same reference symbols throughout the
drawings for describing the embodiments, and the repetitive
description thereof will be omitted in principle. Also, in the
following descriptions, the present invention is compared
with conventional techniques so as to make the features of
the present invention easily understood.

<Summary>

It is sometimes difficult or inefficient to use the commer-
cial power source for outdoor equipment requiring power
such as electric lamps and clocks in the parks and street
lights and traffic signals in sparsely populated regions. In
order to operate such outdoor equipment, for example, a
self-contained power supply utilizing natural energy such as
solar battery is sometimes used. In this power supply sys-
tem, as described above, a storage battery is used in com-
bination for power leveling, and charging of the storage
battery with surplus power and power supply to a load
(outdoor equipment) by discharging from the storage battery
are controlled in accordance with the amount of sunshine
(power generation amount of the solar battery).

It is known that the storage battery degrades over time
even in a non-operation state and its degradation is accel-
erated generally when an ambient temperature is high.
Therefore, in the equipment having a storage battery such as
the UPS (Uninterruptible Power Source), in order to prevent
the occurrence of the case in which the storage battery does
not operate (discharge) normally due to the dead battery or
failure, the state of the storage battery is monitored. Also, the
remaining battery life is predicted in consideration of the
degradation due to the ambient temperature and the service
years, and the storage battery is replaced with a new storage
battery before the battery reaches the predicted end of the
battery life of course when the battery is in a faulty state and
even when the storage battery is still in a normal state.

However, in the simple prediction of the remaining life
based on the relation between the temperature and a degree
of the degradation, since the precision of the prediction of
the remaining life is not so high, the storage battery is
replaced considerably earlier than the actual end of battery
life when taking the safety margin into consideration, and
the battery is not used up effectively until the actual end in
some cases, so that the use is not efficient from the viewpoint
of both of economical use and effective use. Furthermore, as
described above, also when a threshold for the SOC (State
of Charge) is set in order to use the storage battery in the
given PSOC (Partial State of Charge) in the power supply
system combined with a solar battery and others, the capac-
ity range to be used of the storage battery needs to be limited
while taking the sufficient safety margin.

When the state and service life of the storage battery are
estimated, a more accurate estimation is possible by using
various parameters in addition to the temperature. Here,
when the internal resistance of the storage battery is mea-
sured, for example, a commercially available portable mea-
suring device may be used as a simple measuring method.
However, the portable measuring device is susceptible to the
influence of noises generated from the power supply system
or the like, and therefore has a problem in its measurement
precision. In addition, when the portable measuring device
is used for measurement for outdoor equipment such as
electric lamps and clocks installed in the parks, the use of the
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portable measuring device is inefficient because separate
manual measurement on the installation site is required, and
it is therefore difficult to actually use the portable measuring
device for such a measurement.

Hence, an apparatus or system which monitors the state of
the storage batteries incorporated in a plurality of power
supply systems by measuring various parameters in addition
to temperature and comprehensively saves the results to
intensively monitor the storage batteries is demanded. In an
existing apparatus or system, the internal resistance is mea-
sured in addition to the temperature and voltage, but for
more accurate estimation of the service life, increase in the
number of measurement parameters such as data at the time
of charging and discharging is required.

For example, a more accurate estimation of the service
life in correspondence to various degradation modes of the
storage battery is possible when a plurality of frequencies
are used for the measurement of the internal resistance
instead of using a single frequency like the case of the
existing apparatus or system. Herein, although there is a
device capable of measuring the internal resistance by using
a plurality of frequencies while varying the measurement
frequency for respective storage batteries, the application of
this device to the measurement of a number of storage
batteries included in the outdoor equipment is difficult in
practice like the case of the portable measuring device. For
simultaneously monitoring the states of a number of storage
batteries, at least processing related to parameter measure-
ment and data recording must be automated to some extent.

Therefore, the battery-state monitoring system of one
embodiment of the present invention automatically mea-
sures or acquires various parameters of a plurality of storage
batteries which are charged with power generated by utiliz-
ing natural energy such as a solar battery and are constantly
connected to an equipment. In this manner, it is possible to
highly precisely and efficiently estimate the state and service
life of each storage battery and control the storage battery so
as to operate properly in the given partial state of charge.

In this embodiment, each storage battery is provided with
a measuring device which measures various parameters to
acquire and save measurement data, and the data measured
by the measuring device is transmitted to a monitoring
device in response to a request through radio communica-
tion. The monitoring device comprehensively carries out the
process of estimating the state and service life of the storage
battery based on the measurement data collected from each
measuring device, and the monitoring device has an inter-
face through which, when there is a storage battery which
needs to be replaced, the user is informed of the need of
replacement of the storage battery together with related
information and others.

In this embodiment, in consideration of the reduction in
communication loads due to that the monitoring device has
communication sessions with many measuring devices and
the easiness and flexibility of the installation of measuring
devices resulting from utilizing radio communication, a
hierarchical configuration is adopted, in which a relay device
for distributing communication loads and/or converting a
communication protocol is provided between the monitoring
device and the measuring device.

In the battery-state monitoring system of this embodi-
ment, when making a determination on the degradation of
the storage battery, the degradation is determined from
various aspects based on a plurality of parameters such as
the voltage, internal resistance (which is mainly AC imped-
ance and includes the battery reactance at the time of
measurement, but will hereinafter be collectively referred to
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as “internal resistance”) and DC resistance during charging
and discharging in addition to the determination based on the
temperature of the storage battery. For example, with regard
to the temperature and voltage, as the management of the
abnormal values including those caused by an unexpected
fault and others, the system determines that the storage
battery is in an abnormal state when the value of temperature
or voltage of the storage battery acquired at a fixed interval
(e.g., 5 minutes) exceeds a given threshold. Specifically, for
example, when the temperature of the storage battery
exceeds the room temperature by +10° C., the system
determines that the storage battery is in a slight abnormal
state, and when the temperature of the storage battery
exceeds the room temperature by +20° C., the system
determines that the storage battery is in a state where
immediate replacement is needed. Also, the end of the
service life may be determined based on a table or equation
indicating the correlation between the temperature and the
service life.

Also, as a tendency management in a normal situation, the
internal resistance is measured at regular cycles such as once
a day or at the time of reception of a user instruction, and the
degradation of the storage battery is estimated based on the
change rate from an initial value of internal resistance (e.g.,
an internal resistance value measured for the first time at the
installation of the storage battery). For example, when the
internal resistance value of the storage battery increases
from its initial value by 20% or more, the system determines
that the storage battery is in a slightly degraded state, when
the internal resistance value increases from its initial value
by 50% or more, the system determines that the storage
battery needs to be replaced in an early opportunity (e.g.,
within a year), and when the internal resistance value
increases from its initial value by 100% or more, the system
determines that the storage battery must be replaced imme-
diately. Since the absolute values of internal resistance vary
depending on the type of storage batteries, determination
based on relative values is carried as described above.

In this embodiment, in order to estimate the service life
more accurately in correspondence to various degradation
modes of the storage battery, the internal resistance is
measured by using a plurality of frequencies, and the above-
mentioned determination based on a relative value to the
initial value is carried out for each internal resistance mea-
sured at each frequency. A conventional measuring device of
an internal resistance usually uses a frequency of about 1
kHz, and it is known that the gradual degradation of the
storage battery can be determined to some extent based on
the internal resistance measured at this frequency. Also,
since this frequency has been used widely and lots of
reference data involving the frequency have been accumu-
lated, the frequency of about 1 kHz (e.g., 350 Hz or higher
to lower than 2000 Hz) is used as one of the frequencies in
this embodiment.

Meanwhile, the frequency of about 1 kHz is too high as
a frequency for obtaining information about a power-gen-
erating element such as an electrode reaction, and just the
information merely capable of determining the service life
of' the storage battery can be obtained. Therefore, for obtain-
ing more detailed information, it is preferable to measure the
internal resistance at a frequency of direct current or a lower
frequency close to a direct current. In this embodiment, a DC
resistance component is acquired by calculating a ratio of
respective changes (slope) of a current value and a voltage
value during discharging based on a voltage value and a
current value (larger than those at the measurement of
internal resistance at AC) sequentially measured during the
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charging or discharging of the storage battery by the mea-
suring devices installed for respective storage batteries. By
comparing that with the initial value in the same manner as
described above, the degradation of the storage battery can
be determined more accurately.

However, in the above-mentioned power supply system
combined with the solar battery, since charging and dis-
charging of the storage battery are not carried out in many
time zones such as the daytime in which sunshine is abun-
dant, there is only a limited timing for measuring the DC
resistance in the above-mentioned manner. For this reason,
the internal resistance at low frequency is also measured in
the stand-by state (in which the storage battery is not
charging or discharging). For example, a frequency of lower
than 100 Hz is used because the frequency brings no actual
problem to the configuration of the system and does not
interfere with the commercial power source (is not integer
multiple of 50 Hz or 60 Hz). For the further improvement of
the precision of the degradation determination, it is prefer-
able to measure the internal resistance by using additional
different frequencies.

Therefore, in this embodiment, frequencies for measuring
the internal resistance include at least the high frequency of
about 1 kHz (e.g., 350 Hz or higher to lower than 2000 Hz)
and the low frequency of less than 100 Hz (which does not
interfere with the commercial power source) and further
include a middle frequency (e.g., 100 Hz or higher to lower
than 350 Hz) different from those frequencies, and the
internal resistance is measured by using these three kinds of
frequencies as described later.

For more general description, for example, by measuring
the internal resistance by using a plurality of frequencies
obtained by selecting at least one or more frequencies from
the low-frequency range of lower than 200 Hz and the
high-frequency range of 200 Hz or higher to lower than 2000
Hz, the precision of degradation determination can be
improved. The precision of degradation determination can
be further improved by measuring the internal resistance by
adding other frequencies selected from the above-mentioned
frequency ranges.

In this manner, by determining the degradation from
various aspects based on one or more parameters of a
plurality of parameters including the temperature, voltage,
internal resistance, DC resistance during charging and dis-
charging and others, the state and service life of the storage
battery can be estimated at high precision.

<System Configuration>

FIG. 1 is a schematic diagram of a configuration example
of a battery-state monitoring system according to one
embodiment of the present invention. In a battery-state
monitoring system 1, various parameters of a plurality of
storage batteries 41 connected in series and constituting an
assembled battery which is incorporated in an equipment
such as a power supply device 40 are automatically mea-
sured or acquired, thereby estimating the state and service
life of each storage battery 41. The battery-state monitoring
system 1 includes state measuring devices 30 each of which
is fixedly installed to each storage battery 41 of one or more
power supply devices 40 and measures various parameters
of the storage battery 41 and a prime monitoring device 10
which collects measurement data from the state measuring
devices 30 and comprehensively carries out a process of
estimating the state and service life of the storage battery 41.
The battery-state monitoring system 1 further includes data
relay devices 20 which are disposed between the prime
monitoring device 10 and the state measuring devices 30 and
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relay the measurement data transmitted from the state mea-
suring devices 30 to the prime monitoring device 10.

More specifically, in this embodiment, the storage-battery
monitoring system 1 has a three-layer hierarchical configu-
ration in which M data relay devices 20 (which may be
hereinafter referred to as “station device™) are connected to
one prime monitoring device 10 so as to enable communi-
cation therebetween and N state measuring devices 30
(which may be hereinafter referred to as “end device”) are
connected to each data relay device 20 so as to enable
communication therebetween. The prime monitoring device
10 and the station devices 20 are connected by a wired
communication via a network 60 such as LAN (Local Area
Network), and the station devices 20 and the end devices 30
are connected by a radio communication. Standards, proto-
cols, and others for the wired and radio communications are
not particularly limited and known techniques can be used
properly.

In this manner, in an equipment such as the power supply
device 40 having a number of storage batteries 41, since the
end devices 30 can be installed for the storage batteries 41
without providing external wirings and others, the easiness
and flexibility of device installation can be improved and the
devices can be installed more efficiently, so that risks of
trouble caused by erroneous wire connection, time-depen-
dent degradation of wirings and others can be reduced.

In this embodiment, each station device 20 has at least a
function of converting a communication protocol between
the radio communication with the end devices 30 and the
wired communication with the prime monitoring device 10,
but the station device 20 does not need to have other
functions. The station device 20 may carry out the radio
communication with each end device 30 simultaneously or
sequentially. Further, depending on the scale of the battery-
state monitoring system 1 (e.g., the number of storage
batteries 41 to be monitored), the battery-state monitoring
system 1 may have a two-layer configuration in which no
station device 20 is present and the end devices 30 commu-
nicate directly with the prime monitoring device 10, and the
communication between the end devices 30 and the station
devices 20 (or the prime monitoring device 10) is not limited
to radio communication and may be replaced with wired
communication.

A power supply control device 50 which controls the
operation of the power supply device 40 is connected to each
power supply device 40. The power supply control device 50
is a control device including a power supply device such as
power conditioning system (PCS), uninterruptible power
supply (UPS), or DC power supply device. The power
supply control device 50 controls whether the power to a
load such as apparatus or system using the power supply
device 40 is supplied from the storage battery 41 or from a
power generation facility 70 described later, and controls the
charging of the storage battery 41 by supplying surplus
power from the power generation facility 70 to the power
supply device 40.

Further, the power supply control device 50 has a function
as a current detector capable of detecting a current value
flowing through the storage batteries 41 connected in series
in the power supply device 40, and thus can measure the
current value flowing through the storage batteries 41 at the
time of charging and discharging of the power supply device
40 (storage battery 41). The power supply control device 50
is connected to, for example, the network 60, and the prime
monitoring device 10 can acquire the information about the
current value and the presence/absence of charging and
discharging of the storage battery 41 and the power genera-



US 9,453,885 B2

9

tion amount of the power generation facility 70 from the
power supply control device 50 via the network 60.

In the configuration of this embodiment, the power supply
control device 50 detects the current value of each storage
battery 41 and the prime monitoring device 10 can acquire
the information from the power supply control device 50.
However, the configuration is not limited thereto, and it is
also possible to adopt the configuration in which the end
device 30 described later measures the current value of each
storage battery 41 in the same manner as the measurement
of other parameters such as temperature and voltage and
transmits the information thereof to the prime monitoring
device 10. Also, in the configuration of this embodiment, as
shown in the example of FIG. 1, the prime monitoring
device 10 is provided on the network 60 so that the prime
monitoring device 10 can comprehensively monitor a plu-
rality of power supply devices 40 (end devices 30). Alter-
natively, it is also possible to adopt the configuration in
which the function of the prime monitoring device is inte-
grated into the power supply control device 50 correspond-
ing to each power supply device 40 so that each power
supply control device 50 separately monitors each power
supply device 40.

The power generation facility 70 is composed of, for
example, a power generating device utilizing natural energy
such as a solar power generation device (solar battery) and
wind power generation device, and the power generation
facility 70 is capable of generating power independently
without any supply of artificially generated energy.

FIG. 2 is a schematic diagram of a configuration example
of the prime monitoring device 10. The prime monitoring
device 10 collects information of various parameters mea-
sured with respect to each storage battery 41 from each end
device 30 through the station device 20 and estimates the
state and service life of each storage battery 41 based on the
collected information, thereby monitoring the presence/
absence of an abnormal state and the arrival of the end of its
service life.

The prime monitoring device 10 is constituted of, for
example, an information processing device such as a PC
(Personal Computer), server or the like and includes an
interface unit 11, a monitor controlling unit 12, and a
degradation determining unit 13, which are incorporated as
software programs running on middleware such as OS
(Operating System) and DBMS (Database Management
System) (not shown). Also, the prime monitoring device 10
further includes a measurement history 14 serving as a
database that stores measurement data collected from the
end device 30 and setting information 15 made up of files,
registries and others saving various settings related to the
operation of the battery-state monitoring system 1.

The interface unit 11 has a function of user interface for
providing a screen with which the user inputs various
instructions and a screen by which the monitoring result of
the state of the storage battery 41 is displayed for the user.
It is also possible to adopt the configuration in which the
screen is displayed by having an access from a Web browser
on the client terminal of a user by a Web server program (not
shown). The various instructions input by the user include,
for example, an instruction to specify operation conditions
for the prime monitoring device 10 and the end device 30
that are set as the setting information 15 and an instruction
to measure and collect data to the end device 30 based on a
request from the user.
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The monitor controlling unit 12 sends a request for
specifying conditions for measurement of various param-
eters and executing the measurement to the end device 30
(through the station device 20) in accordance with the
setting contents registered in the setting information 15 or an
instruction from the user through the interface unit 11. Also,
the monitor controlling unit 12 has a function of collecting
measurement data by requesting the end device 30 to
transmit the measurement data of various parameters and
accumulating the measurement data of each storage battery
41 by recording the data in the measurement history 14.

When there are a number of storage batteries 41 to be
monitored by the instruction from the user, for example, if
a data measurement instruction is sent simultaneously to the
end devices 30, the end devices 30 carry out the measure-
ment for the storage batteries 41 simultaneously. Since the
end device 30 applies an electric power to the storage battery
41, though it is minute, at the time of the measurement of
parameters, the voltage drop occurs, and it may therefore
exert an adverse effect on the power supply device 40 if a
number of end devices 30 simultaneously carry out the
measurement. Also, when a transmission request of mea-
surement data is sent simultaneously to the end devices 30,
the end devices 30 transmit the measurement data simulta-
neously to the prime monitoring device 10 through the
station devices 20, with the result that a large communica-
tion load may be applied on the station device 20 and the
prime monitoring device 10.

Therefore, in this embodiment, when instructions to mea-
sure various parameters (in particular, measurement of the
internal resistance), transmit the measurement data and
others are sent to the end devices 30 by the user, the end
devices 30 are divided into groups each consisting of a
proper number of end devices 30 (e.g., 30% of the entire end
devices 30), and the instruction is sent automatically or
manually to each group of the end devices 30 with sufficient
time differences so that timings of processing by the end
devices 30 belonging to respective groups do not overlap
each other.

Also, in order that the monitor controlling unit 12 controls
the discharging of the storage battery 41 and the charging
from the power generation facility 70 based on the voltage
data in the collected measurement data so that the storage
battery 41 operates in the given partial state of charge, the
monitor controlling unit 12 sends an instruction to the power
supply control device 50 of the power supply device 40
according to, for example, a procedure described below.

The degradation determining unit 13 estimates the state
and service life of the storage battery 41 by determining the
degradation of the storage battery 41 from various aspects
by the above-mentioned method in accordance with the
setting contents registered in the setting information 15 or an
instruction from the user through the interface unit 11 based
on the measurement values of various parameters such as the
temperature, voltage, internal resistance and others collected
from the end devices 30 and recorded in the measurement
history 14 and the current values and others at the time of
charging and discharging in the power supply device 40
acquired from the power supply control device 50.

In this embodiment, as described later, the degradation of
the storage battery 41 is estimated at mainly two timings.
Firstly, the abnormality including an unexpected failure and
the service life of the storage battery 41 are estimated based
on acquired data of the temperature and voltage measured
consecutively at fixed time intervals (short interval of 5
minutes or long interval of one day in this embodiment).
Secondly, the degradation tendency of the storage battery 41
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in a plurality of degradation modes is estimated based on the
measurement values of internal resistance measured by
using a plurality of frequencies in the state where the voltage
of the storage battery 41 is higher than a predetermined
overcharge preventive voltage and a charge current value is
lower than a predetermined value, that is, at the timing at
which it is determined that there is a possibility that the
storage battery 41 is degraded.

Furthermore, the degradation tendency of the storage
battery 41 may be estimated at higher precision at the timing
of discharging or charging of the storage battery 41 based on
DC resistance calculated from measurement data of the
voltage at the discharging or charging and a DC current
value at the discharging or charging acquired from the power
supply control device 50. The initial values of the internal
resistance and DC resistance may be acquired from the first
measurement data of the storage battery 41 to be measured
in the measurement history 14 or may be separately recorded
for each storage battery 41.

When it is determined as a result of the estimation of the
state and degradation of the storage battery 41 that the end
of service life of the storage battery 41 has arrived or the
storage battery 41 must be replaced because the end of its
service life is near, for example, the determination is
imparted together with information of measurement data,
estimation result, and others to the user through the interface
unit 11.

In the setting information 15, as setting contents related to
the operation of the battery-state monitoring system 1, for
example, an interval of measurement of the temperature and
voltage by the end device 30 (e.g., every 5 minutes and once
a day), an interval of measurement of the internal resistance
(e.g., once a day) and others may be set or changed by the
user, administrator and others. In addition, conditions of the
operation mode of the end device 30 (normal mode, power-
saving mode) and the like may also be set as the setting
information 15.

By saving the settings related to the operation of the end
device 30 in the setting information 15 of the prime moni-
toring device 10 so as to make it possible to specify the
settings to the end device 30 from the monitor controlling
unit 12, separate works to a number of end devices 30
become unnecessary, and operation conditions of the end
devices 30 can be specified and changed efficiently by an
instruction from the prime monitoring device 10.

FIG. 3 is a schematic diagram of a configuration example
of the state measuring device (end device) 30. One end
device 30 is fixedly installed to a lid or the like of one
storage battery 41, measures and records various parameters
of the storage battery 41, and transmits measurement data to
the prime monitoring device 10 through the station device
20 in response to an instruction from the prime monitoring
device 10 through the station device 20. Since the end device
30 is fixedly installed to the storage battery 41, wiring
connection with the terminals, sensors and others for mea-
suring various parameters can be stabilized, and the varia-
tions in measurement data can be reduced. Usually, one end
device 30 is installed to one storage battery 41, but depend-
ing on the cost and the voltage of the storage battery 41,
some storage batteries 41 connected in series may be col-
lectively monitored by one end device.

The end device 30 includes a measurement control unit
31, a temperature measuring unit 32, a voltage measuring
unit 33, an internal resistance measuring unit 34, and a sine
wave generating unit 35, which are incorporated as software
programs executed by a CPU (Central Processing Unit),
circuits, and others. Also, the end device 30 further includes
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a communication unit 36 which carries out radio commu-
nication with the station device 20 and an internal memory
37 which is a memory device composed of a nonvolatile
semiconductor memory or the like. Furthermore, a tempera-
ture sensor 39 extended from the temperature measuring unit
32 is disposed on the storage battery 41, and terminals
extended from the voltage measuring unit 33, internal resis-
tance measuring unit 34, and sine wave generating unit 35
are connected to the positive and negative terminals of the
storage battery 41, respectively. Note that the power to
operate the end device 30 is supplied from the storage
battery 41. Therefore, it is preferable that the end device 30
has a power-saving mode or the like in which the end device
30 sleeps so as not to consume power unnecessarily except
a time when power is required for operating each unit.

The measurement control unit 31 has a function of
controlling entire processing in the end device 30 such as the
measurement of various parameters in the end device 30 and
recording and transmission of measurement data. Each mea-
suring unit constantly monitors the storage battery 41 (e.g.,
intervals of every 5 minutes and once a day) and sequentially
records the measurement data in a given area of the internal
memory 37. At this time, old measurement data is overwrit-
ten to use the area cyclically. Also, the communication unit
36 carries out radio communication with the station device
20, and measurement data is transmitted to the prime moni-
toring device 10 through the station device 20 based on an
instruction from the prime monitoring device 10 sent
through the station device 20. Measurement data recorded in
the internal memory 37 can be taken out by copying or
transferring it to an external memory 38 composed of a
semiconductor memory or the like attached to the end device
30. Also, the external memory 38 may be used as a memory
area equivalent to the internal memory 37.

The temperature measuring unit 32 measures the tem-
perature of the storage battery 41 by using the temperature
sensor 39 and outputs the measurement data to the measure-
ment control unit 31 in accordance with an instruction from
the measurement control unit 31 (e.g., every 5 minutes).
Similarly, the voltage measuring unit 33 measures a voltage
between the terminals of the storage battery 41 and outputs
the measurement data to the measurement control unit 31 in
accordance with an instruction from the measurement con-
trol unit 31 (e.g., every 5 minutes).

The internal resistance measuring unit 34 measures inter-
nal resistance between the terminals of the storage battery 41
and outputs the measurement data to the measurement
control unit 31 in response to an instruction from the
measurement control unit 31. In this measurement, the sine
wave generating unit 35 generates sine waves of a plurality
of frequencies as described above and current (e.g., 3 A or
less) at respective frequencies is applied to the storage
battery 41. Based on the measurement data of the current
value at that time and the voltage value between the termi-
nals, the internal resistance at respective frequencies is
calculated.

As described above, for example, the precision of the
degradation determination can be improved by measuring
the internal resistance by using a plurality of frequencies
obtained by selecting one or more frequencies from the
low-frequency range of lower than 200 Hz and the high-
frequency range of 200 Hz or higher to lower than 2000 Hz,
respectively. By measuring the internal resistance by adding
other frequencies in the above-mentioned frequency ranges,
the precision can be further improved. In this embodiment,
for example, three kinds of frequencies selected from the
high-frequency range of about 1 kHz (e.g., 350 Hz or higher
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to lower than 2000 Hz, preferably 800 Hz or higher to lower
than 1200 Hz) and the low-frequency range of lower than
100 Hz (which does not interfere with the commercial power
source) and further the middle-frequency range (e.g., 100 Hz

14
technique, and the measurement frequencies of these mea-
suring devices belong to the respectively different ranges
(high-frequency range (350 Hz or higher to lower than 2000
Hz), middle-frequency range (100 Hz or higher to lower

or higher to lower than 350 Hz) different from those fre- 5
quency ranges are used to measure the internal resistance. than 350.HZ) and low-frequency range (lower than 100 Hz)).
In order to confirm the effects obtained by the measure- Meanwhile, the developed products 1 and 2 are the state
ment using a plurality of frequencies, an example of experi- measuring devices 30 of this embodiment, and they measure
mental results is shown in a table below. In this example, the the internal resistance by using measurement frequencies
internal resis.tanc.e of storage batteries is actually meas.ure.d 10 which belong to a plurality of frequency ranges (high-
anq the service life therepf is eval.uated. (battery capacity is frequency range (200 Hz or higher to lower than 2000 Hz)
estimated) for the respective cases in which the conventional
. . . . . and low-frequency range (lower than 200 Hz) for the devel-
measuring device of internal resistance (which measures the . .
resistance by using a single frequency) is used and in which oped product 1 and hlgh-fr. equency range (350 Hz or higher
the state measuring device 30 of this embodiment (in which 15 to lower than 2000 Hz), middle-frequency range (100 Hz or
the internal resistance measuring unit 34 measures the higher to lower than 350 Hz) and low-frequency range
resistance by using a plurality of frequencies) is used. (lower than 100 Hz) for the developed product 2).
TABLE 1
Conventional ~ Conventional — Conventional Developed Developed
Items Product 1 Product 2 Product 3 Product 1 Product 2
Measuring High-Frequency 350~2000 Hz 200~2000 Hz  350~2000 Hz
Conditions Range
Middle-Frequency 100~350 Hz 100~350 Hz
Range
Low-Frequency 0~100 Hz 0~200 Hz 0~100 Hz
Range

Relative Ratio  Relative Ratio

Relative Ratio

Relative Ratio  Relative Ratio  Relative Ratio

of Actual of Estimated of Estimated of Estimated of Estimated of Estimated
Battery Capacity (%) Value (%) Value (%) Value (%) Value (%) Value (%)
Type SHR ICA S5HR 1CA S5HR 1CA 3HR 1CA S5HR 1CA SHR 1CA
Battery Type, Actual Battery A 100 100 105 98 105 105 95 105 100 100 100 100
Capacity and Battery B 90 95 95 90 100 100 100 100 90 95 90 95
Estimated Value Battery C 95 75 90 95 80 80 80 80 95 80 95 75
Battery D 80 40 85 80 60 60 50 50 80 45 80 40
Battery E 100 85 95 100 90 90 90 90 100 80 100 85
Battery F 95 60 90 95 70 70 70 70 100 60 95 60
Relative Ratio Error from Error from Error from Error from Error from
of Actual Actual Actual Actual Actual Actual
Battery Capacity (%) Capacity Capacity Capacity Capacity Capacity (%)
Type SHR ICA S5HR 1CA S5HR 1CA 3HR 1CA S5HR 1CA SHR 1CA
Battery Type and Error  Battery A 100 100 5 2 5 5 5 5 0 0 0 0
between Actual Capacity Battery B 90 95 5 5 10 5 10 5 0 0 0 0
and Estimated Value Battery C 95 75 5 20 15 5 15 5 0 5 0 0
Battery D 80 40 5 40 20 20 30 10 0 5 0 0
Battery E 100 85 5 15 10 5 10 5 0 5 0 0
Battery F 95 60 5 35 25 10 25 10 5 0 0 0
Applicability of Error Subtotal 30 117 85 50 95 40 5 15 0 0
Each Item Error Total 147 135 135 20 0
Measurement Time 100 500 2500 500 300
Evaluation Score 1570 1850 3850 700 300
(Time + Error x 10)
Evaluation Normal Inferior Inapplicable Good Excellent

The table 1 indicates the results of evaluation of the
measurement precision based on the error between the actual
battery capacity and the estimated battery capacity and the
time required for the measurement obtained by measuring
the internal resistance of the storage batteries having differ-
ent degradation states and estimating the battery capacities
thereof by using the conventional products 1 to 3 and the
developed products 1 and 2.

Here, the conventional products 1 to 3 are the measuring
devices each of which measures the internal resistance by
using a single frequency according to the conventional

60

65

Six types of storage batteries (batteries A to F) have been
fabricated as storage batteries to be used in the experiments.
These batteries are:

battery A that is a new battery conforming to storage
battery standards UP300-12 (12 V/100 Ah/5 HR);

battery B fabricated by reducing the electrolytic solution
of a battery equivalent to the battery A by 10%;

battery C fabricated by subjecting a battery equivalent to
the battery A to a trickle charge life test conducted at 25° C.
which gives the battery an effect of 5-year time-dependent
degradation;
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battery D fabricated by subjecting a battery equivalent to
the battery A to a trickle charge life test conducted at 25° C.
which gives the battery an effect of 15-year time-dependent
degradation;

battery E fabricated by refilling a battery equivalent to the
battery C with a decreased amount of the electrolytic solu-
tion; and

battery F fabricated by refilling a battery equivalent to the
battery D with a decreased amount of the electrolytic
solution.

In the table, as the conditions of each of the above-
mentioned batteries, based on the 5 HR capacity and 1 CA
capacity, the actual capacities and the estimated capacity
values obtained based on the measurement values of the
internal resistance by the conventional products 1 to 3 and
the developed products 1 and 2 are indicated by the relative
ratios (%) to the full-charged capacity.

A storage battery in its fully charged state is prepared in
accordance with JIS8704-02, and an actual measurement
value of the discharge capacity (actual capacity) of each
battery is based on the storage battery. The storage battery in
its fully charged state means the storage battery charged with
a limiting current of 13.38 V/10 A for 48 hours or longer. For
the actual measurement value (actual capacity) of the S HR
capacity, a storage battery after being charged is left in its
open-circuit state in an atmosphere of 25+2° C. for 24 hours
and the battery is then discharged with a discharge current
value of 20 A under a temperature of 25+2° C., and the
discharge capacity is obtained from a discharge duration
time required to reach its final voltage of 10.5 V. Also, for
the actual measurement value (actual capacity) of the 1 CA
capacity, like the case of the 5 HR capacity mentioned
above, a storage battery after being fully charged is left in an
atmosphere of 25£2° C. for 24 hours and the battery is then
discharged with a discharge current value of 100 A, and the
discharge capacity is obtained from a discharge duration
time required to reach its final voltage of 9.6 V. The relative
ratios of the obtained actual measurement values of the
discharge capacity of each storage battery to the discharge
capacity of a new battery are calculated.

In the estimation of the capacity based on the measure-
ment value of an internal resistance, an experimental for-
mula regarding the relation between the internal resistance
and the discharge capacity (or discharge duration time)
which is established as conventional knowledge based on
accumulated experimental results is used. Specifically, since
the relation between the measurement value of internal
resistance and the discharge capacity is expressed by a linear
function, for example, the discharge capacity obtained by
each of the conventional products 1 to 3 (which measures the
internal resistance by using a single frequency) is expressed
by the following equation based on the measurement value
of internal resistance and the initial value of internal resis-
tance.

Discharge capacity=initial value of discharge capac-
ityx(1-(measurement value of internal resis-
tance—initial value of internal resistance)/initial
value of internal resistance)

Therefore, the relative ratio to the discharge capacity of a
new battery (initial value of discharge capacity) is calculated
by the following equation.

Relative ratio=1-(measurement value of internal
resistance—initial value of internal resistance)/
initial value of internal resistance

In the case of measuring the internal resistance by using
a plurality of frequencies like the developed products 1 and
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2, for example, a weighted mean value obtained by giving a
predetermined weight to two or three measured internal
resistance values is applied to the above-mentioned equa-
tions. For example, in the case of the measurement in the
low-rate discharge, a weight heavier than that for an internal
resistance measured by using a frequency in the middle-
frequency range is set for an internal resistance value
measured by using a frequency in the high-frequency range.
Also, in the case of the measurement in the high-rate
discharge, a weight heavier than that for an internal resis-
tance measured by using a frequency in the high-frequency
range is set for an internal resistance value measured by
using a frequency in the middle-frequency range, and a
weight heavier than that for an internal resistance value
measured by using a frequency in the middle-frequency
range is set for an internal resistance value measured by
using a frequency in the low-frequency range.

In the table 1, for each of the conventional products 1 to
3 and the developed products 1 and 2, an error between an
estimated capacity value (relative ratio) obtained based on a
measurement value of internal resistance and an actual
capacity (relative ratio) is determined for the 5 HR capacity
and 1 CA capacity of each storage battery. In addition,
evaluation scores are calculated based on the total of errors
and times spent for the measurement of the internal resis-
tance, and evaluation results based on the scores are indi-
cated.

According to the evaluation results, it can be understood
that the developed products 1 and 2 can estimate the battery
capacity in a shorter time and at higher precision than the
conventional products 1 to 3 (which measure the internal
resistance by using a single frequency). It is also understood
that the developed product 2 (which measures the internal
resistance by using three kinds of frequencies) can estimate
the battery capacity in a shorter time and at higher precision
than the developed product 1 (which measures the internal
resistance by using two kinds of frequencies).

<Flow of Measurement Process for Storage Battery>

FIG. 4 is a flowchart schematically showing an example
of a process of controlling measurement timing of voltage
and temperature by the measurement control unit 31 of the
state measuring device (end device) 30. When the end
device 30 is activated to start the measurement process of
various parameters of the storage battery 41, it is first
determined whether a given time has passed from the latest
process (S01). This given time is an interval at which the end
device 30 itself regularly measures parameters of the storage
battery 41, and is set to, for example, 5 minutes when the end
device 30 is not in a “sleep mode” but in a “normal mode”
and to, for example, one day when the end device 30 is in
the “sleep mode”. The “sleep mode” in this embodiment is
defined as the mode in which the frequency of measurement
of the voltage and temperature by the end device 30 is
decreased according to an instruction from the prime moni-
toring device 10 (which does not mean the stop of the end
device 30).

When the given time has not passed at step S01, step S01
is repeated until the given time passes. When the given time
has passed, the temperature measuring unit 32 measures the
temperature of the storage battery 41 and the voltage mea-
suring unit 33 measures the voltage between the terminals of
the storage battery 41 (S02). When the temperature measur-
ing unit 32 and the voltage measuring unit finish measuring
the temperature and the voltage and the measurement con-
trol unit 31 acquires the measurement data, the measurement
data of the temperature and voltage is recorded together with
a time stamp in the internal memory 37 (S03).
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Subsequently, it is determined whether a given time has
passed from the time of transmission of the measurement
data to the station device (S04). For example, this given time
may be the same as the given time at step S01, and can be
set to the time interval of 5 minutes when the end device 30
is in the “normal mode” and to, for example, one day when
the end device 30 is in the “sleep mode”. When this given
time has not passed, the flow returns to step S01 to repeat the
above-mentioned series of process. When the given time has
passed, untransmitted data out of the measurement data
acquired to be recorded and stored in the internal memory 37
at step S03 is transmitted to the prime monitoring device 10
via the station device 20 (S05). After transmitting the data,
the flow returns to step S01 to repeat the above-mentioned
series of process. The prime monitoring device 10 estimates
the abnormality including an unexpected failure and the
service life of the storage battery 41 based on the received
measurement data of the temperature and voltage.

FIG. 5 is a flowchart schematically showing an example
of a process of controlling charging and discharging of the
storage battery 41 by the prime monitoring device 10. When
the prime monitoring device 10 is activated to start the
control process, the prime monitoring device 10 waits until
measurement data obtained by end device 30 is transmitted
though the station device 20 and then receives the measure-
ment data (S11). Next, it is determined whether a voltage
indicated by voltage data of the storage battery 41 included
in the measurement data is lower than a predetermined
overdischarge preventive voltage (S12). At this time, as
described above, the state and service life of the storage
battery 41 are separately estimated by the degradation
determining unit 13 based on the received measurement
data.

When the voltage is not lower than the overdischarge
preventive voltage at step S12, it is determined that the
storage battery 41 is operating in the given partial state of
charge, and it is then determined whether an instruction to
measure internal resistance is issued to the power supply
control device 50 corresponding to the power supply device
40 including the storage battery 41 for a given period of time
or longer (S13). When the instruction to measure internal
resistance has been issued within the given period of time
and the measurement data of internal resistance has been
acquired through the station device 20, an instruction to
connect a discharge circuit to the storage battery 41 (power
supply device 40) and carry out the discharging from the
storage battery 41 is issued to the power supply control
device 50 (S14), and then the flow proceeds to step S17. This
is because it is possible to determine that the state of the
storage battery 41 has no problem in this case from the fact
that the state of the storage battery 41 can be estimated at the
temporally close timing by the prime monitoring device 10
and the storage battery 41 operates in that state.

When the instruction to measure internal resistance is not
issued for the given period of time or longer at step S13, the
flow directly proceeds to step S17. The given period of time
at step S13 may be defined as, for example, 1 week. Also,
“connect” mentioned at step S14 (which includes other
“connect” in FIG. 5 described later) includes the meaning of
maintaining the connection when the storage battery 41 is
already connected to the discharge circuit. When the end
device 30 corresponding to the storage battery 41 is in the
“sleep mode”, it includes the meaning of cancelling the sleep
mode.

When the voltage indicated by the voltage data is lower
than the overdischarge preventive voltage at step S12, it is
determined that the storage battery 41 is operating in an

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

18

overdischarging state, and an instruction to disconnect the
discharge circuit from the storage battery 41 (power supply
device 40) and stop the discharging from the storage battery
41 is issued to the power supply control device 50 (S15). In
addition, in order to avoid unnecessary measurement for the
storage battery 41, an instruction to shift the end device 30
corresponding to the storage battery 41 to the “sleep mode”
is issued (S16). Thereafter, the flow returns to step S11, at
which the prime monitoring device 10 waits until measure-
ment data obtained by end device 30 is transmitted though
the station device 20.

On the other hand, at step S17, it is determined whether
the voltage indicated by the voltage data of the storage
battery 41 included in the measurement data is higher than
a given overcharge preventive voltage (S17). When the
voltage is not higher than the overcharge preventive voltage,
it is determined that the storage battery 41 is operating in the
given partial state of charge, and an instruction to connect a
charge circuit to the storage battery 41 (power supply device
40) and carry out the charging to the storage battery 41 from
the power generation facility 70 is issued to the power
supply control device 50 (S18). Then, the flow returns to
step S11, at which the prime monitoring device 10 waits
until measurement data obtained by end device 30 is trans-
mitted though the station device 20.

When the voltage is higher than the overcharge preventive
voltage at step S17, it is determined that the storage battery
41 is operating in an overcharged state, and it is then
determined whether the value of a charge current to the
storage battery 41 acquired by the current detecting function
of the power supply control device 50 is smaller than a
predetermined value (S19). When the charge current value is
not smaller than the predetermined value, that is, when it is
determined that an internal resistance value is smaller than
a predetermined value and the storage battery 41 is not so
much degraded, the flow proceeds to step S18, at which an
instruction to connect the charge circuit to the storage
battery 41 (power supply device 40) and carry out the
charging to the storage battery 41 from the power generation
facility 70 is issued to the power supply control device 50.

When the charge current value is smaller than the prede-
termined value at step S19, that is, when it is determined that
the internal resistance value is larger than the predetermined
value and there is a possibility that the storage battery 41 is
degraded, an instruction to measure internal resistance is
issued to the corresponding end device 30 (S20). Further-
more, an instruction to disconnect the charge circuit from the
storage battery 41 (power supply device 40) and stop the
charging to the storage battery 41 from the power generation
facility 70 is issued to the power supply control device 50
(S21). Thereafter, the flow returns to step S11, at which the
prime monitoring device 10 waits until measurement data
obtained by end device 30 is transmitted though the station
device 20.

FIG. 6 is a flowchart schematically showing an example
of a process of controlling measurement timing of internal
resistance by the measurement control unit 31 of the state
measuring device (end device) 30. When the end device 30
is activated to start the measurement process of various
parameters of the storage battery 41, it is first determined
whether the instruction to measure internal resistance at step
S20 of FIG. 5 is issued from the prime monitoring device 10
to the end device 30 (S31). When the instruction to measure
internal resistance is not issued, step S01 is repeated until a
given time passes.

When the end device 30 has received the instruction to
measure internal resistance from the prime monitoring
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device 10, the internal resistance of the storage battery 41 is
measured by the internal resistance measuring unit 34 (S32).
Here, as described above, sine waves of a plurality of
frequencies are generated by the sine wave generating unit
35 and the current (e.g., 3 A or less) at each frequency is
applied to the storage battery 41, and the internal resistance
at each frequency is calculated based on the measurement
data of the current value and the voltage value between the
terminals. In this embodiment, as described above, the
plurality of frequencies include at least the high frequency of
about 1 kHz and the low frequency of lower than 100 Hz and
may further include an additional different frequency. When
the internal resistance measuring unit 34 measures the
internal resistance and the measurement control unit 31
acquires the measurement data, the measurement data of
internal resistance is recorded together with a time stamp in
the internal memory 37 (S33).

Thereafter, it is determined whether a given time has
passed from the time when the measurement data is trans-
mitted to the station device (S34). This given time may be
defined as, for example, 5 minutes. When the given time has
not passed, the flow returns to step S31 to repeat the
above-mentioned series of process. When the given time has
passed, untransmitted data out of the measurement data
acquired to be recorded and stored in the internal memory 37
at step S33 is transmitted to the prime monitoring device 10
via the station device 20 (S35). After transmitting the data,
the flow returns to step S01 to repeat the above-mentioned
series of process. At this time, as described above, the
degradation tendency of the storage battery 41 in a plurality
of degradation modes is separately estimated by the degra-
dation determining unit 13 based on the measurement values
of internal resistance measured by using a plurality of
received frequencies.

As described above, in the battery-state monitoring sys-
tem 1 of one embodiment of the present invention, various
parameters of a plurality of storage batteries 41, which are
charged with power generated by utilizing natural energy
such as a solar battery and are constantly connected to an
equipment, such as voltage, internal resistance and DC
resistance during discharging and charging in addition to
temperature are automatically measured or acquired, and the
internal resistance is measured by using a plurality frequen-
cies. Therefore, it is possible to highly precisely estimate the
state and service life of each storage battery 41 and control
the storage battery 41 so as to operate properly in a given
partial state of charge. Also, since the battery-state moni-
toring system 1 has the hierarchical configuration composed
of the prime monitoring device 10, the station devices 20
and the end devices 30, and the station devices 20 and the
end devices 30 are connected by a radio communication,
various parameters of a number of the storage batteries 41
can be measured efficiently.

In the foregoing, the invention made by the inventors of
the present invention has been concretely described based on
the embodiments. However, it is needless to say that the
present invention is not limited to the foregoing embodi-
ments and various modifications and alterations can be made
within the scope of the present invention.

INDUSTRIAL APPLICABILITY

The present invention can be applied to a battery-state
monitoring system in which a state of a storage battery
constantly connected to an equipment for use in backup
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power, output variation and others is monitored and esti-
mated by applying electric power thereto.

DESCRIPTION OF REFERENCE SIGNS

1 Battery-state monitoring system
10 Prime monitoring device

11 Interface unit

12 Monitor controlling unit

13 Degradation determining unit

14 Measurement history

15 Setting information

20 Data relay device (station device)
30 State measuring device (end device)
31 Measurement control unit

32 Temperature measuring unit

33 Voltage measuring unit

34 Internal resistance measuring unit
35 Sine wave generating unit

36 Communication unit

37 Internal memory

38 External memory

39 Temperature sensor

40 Power supply device

41 Storage battery

50 Power supply control device

60 Network

70 Power generation facility

The invention claimed is:

1. A battery-state monitoring system which monitors a
state of each of a plurality of storage batteries in an equip-
ment provided with an assembled battery composed of the
storage batteries connected in series and a power generation
facility utilizing natural energy, the system comprising:

a current detecting unit which detects a current in each of

the storage batteries;

a state measuring unit which measures a temperature, a
voltage, and internal resistance of each of the storage
batteries, the internal resistance being measured by
using at least two or more kinds of frequencies includ-
ing at least a first frequency of lower than 200 Hz and
a second frequency of 200 Hz or higher to lower than
2000 Hz;

a prime monitoring unit which acquires measurement data
from the state measuring unit corresponding to each of
the storage batteries and issues an instruction related to
an operation to the current detecting unit and the state
measuring unit,

wherein the prime monitoring unit estimates degradation
of each of the storage batteries based on at least one or
more values of the temperature, the voltage, and the
internal resistance measured by the state measuring unit
and a DC resistance of each of the storage batteries
obtained from a ratio between a change in a current
value detected by the current detecting unit and a
change in a voltage value measured by the state mea-
suring unit during discharging and charging of each of
the storage batteries, and

a control unit which controls discharging from the storage
battery to a load and charging to the storage battery
with surplus power from the power generation facility,

wherein the prime monitoring unit instructs the control
unit to connect the storage battery to a discharge circuit
to the load when a measurement value of the voltage of
the storage battery acquired from the state measuring
unit is equal to or higher than a predetermined overdis-
charge preventive voltage, and instructs the control unit
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to disconnect the storage battery from the discharge
circuit when the measurement value of the voltage is
lower than the overdischarge preventive voltage, and

the prime monitoring unit instructs the control unit to
connect the storage battery to a charge circuit from the
power generation facility when the measurement value
of the voltage is equal to or lower than a predetermined
overcharge preventive voltage and when the measure-
ment value of the voltage is higher than the overcharge
preventive voltage and a charge current value to the
storage battery detected by the current detecting unit is
equal to or larger than a predetermined value, and
instructs the state measuring unit to acquire a value of
internal resistance of the storage battery and also
instructs the control unit to disconnect the storage
battery from the charge circuit when the measurement
value of the voltage is higher than the overcharge
preventive voltage and the charge current value to the
storage battery detected by the current detecting unit is
smaller than a predetermined value.

2. The battery-state monitoring system according to claim
15

wherein the prime monitoring unit instructs the control

unit to disconnect the storage battery from the dis-
charge circuit and also instructs the state measuring
unit to extend a measurement interval of a parameter of
the storage battery when the measurement value of the
voltage of the storage battery acquired from the state
measuring unit is lower than the overdischarge preven-
tive voltage.

3. The battery-state monitoring system according to claim
15

wherein the state measuring unit measures the internal

resistance of the storage battery by using three kinds of
frequencies including the first frequency set to be lower
than 100 Hz, the second frequency set to be 350 Hz or
higher to lower than 2000 Hz, and a third frequency of
100 Hz or higher to lower than 350 Hz.

4. The battery-state monitoring system according to claim
15

wherein, when a temperature value and/or a voltage value

of the storage battery measured by the state measuring
unit exceed a given value or decrease below a given
value, it is determined that the storage battery has a
problem, and

degradation of the storage battery is estimated based on

internal resistance of the storage battery measured by
the state measuring unit and/or a change rate of a DC
resistance value from an initial value during discharg-
ing of the storage battery.

5. A battery-state monitoring system which monitors a
state of each of a plurality of storage batteries in an equip-
ment provided with an assembled battery composed of the
storage batteries connected in series and a power generation
facility utilizing natural energy, the system comprising:
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a current detecting unit which detects a current in each of
the storage batteries;

a state measuring unit which measures a temperature, a
voltage, and internal resistance of each of the storage
batteries, the internal resistance being measured by
using at least two or more kinds of frequencies includ-
ing at least a first frequency of lower than 200 Hz and
a second frequency of 200 Hz or higher to lower than
2000 Hz;

a prime monitoring unit which acquires measurement data
from the state measuring unit corresponding to each of
the storage batteries and issues an instruction related to
an operation to the current detecting unit and the state
measuring unit,

wherein the prime monitoring unit estimates degradation
of each of the storage batteries based on at least one or
more values of the temperature, the voltage, and the
internal resistance measured by the state measuring unit
and a DC resistance of each of the storage batteries
obtained from a ratio between a change in a current
value detected by the current detecting unit and a
change in a voltage value measured by the state mea-
suring unit during discharging and charging of each of
the storage batteries;

an end device composed of the state measuring unit;

a prime monitoring device composed of the prime moni-
toring unit; and

a station device which relays a communication between
the prime monitoring device and the end device,

wherein one or more station devices are connected to the
prime monitoring device so as to enable communica-
tion therebetween, and

one or more end devices are connected to each of the
station devices so as to enable communication therebe-
tween.

6. The battery-state monitoring system according to claim

wherein the communication between the station device
and the end device is radio communication.
7. The battery-state monitoring system according to claim

wherein the end device measures internal resistance of the
storage battery based on an instruction from the prime
monitoring device sent through the station device.

8. The battery-state monitoring system according to claim

wherein the end device does not carry out transmission of
measurement data through the station device to the
prime monitoring device when a given time has not
passed from previous transmission.

9. The battery-state monitoring system according to claim

wherein the end device is fixedly installed to the storage
battery.



